
16 August 2018 Term 3:  Week 5 

PRINCIPAL 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

I hope you all enjoyed our Ekka Wednesday holiday with family and friends. Our school has been 
working on different elements of our Learning Tool Shed and stages of growth in all classrooms. Over 
the next fortnight we are looking explicitly at being Organised in relation to Learning. The skills of 
knowing where I need to improve, ensuring they have what they need to be successful and less 
stresses and planning of your time to achieve the task all help with greater success. Being organised in 
relation to learning can also be helped at home by parents talking to their children about what they 
need to do tomorrow or have ready. The development of independence and taking ownership for  
their learning organisation will help them gain confidence and the skills for being a life long learner. 
As a parent I know that sometimes it is far easier and quicker to help your child but long term with 
practice all skills will become habits that help. 

BCE Excellence Awards 
All of the teaching and support staff at St Mary of the Cross are dedicated, enthusiastic and 
collaborative. Last week two of our staff were recognised for their excellence in learning and teaching 
at the Brisbane Catholic Education 2018 excellence awards. Congratulations to Mrs Vanessa Wick and 
Mrs Caitlin Warren for their nominations. A special mention to Mrs Warren who received a 
commendation on the night. St Mary of the Cross is blessed to have such wonderful staff members 
across the whole school. 

NAPLAN 2018 Results  
For parents and friends asking about when NAPLAN results will be sent home the below is a 
statement from ACARA. As a school we are in possession of preliminary results of the 2018 NAPLAN 
data and I congratulate the staff and students on their outstanding results with some exceptional 
individual efforts. 

ACARA Statement:  
In response to media reports today, ACARA CEO Robert Randall has issued the following statement: 
“Parents, schools and educators should be assured that the 2018 NAPLAN results are on track to be 
released soon.  ACARA is prepared to release the results and expects this will be within the coming 
days. Contrary to media reports the 2018 results are not delayed. In previous years results have been 
released in mid August. As in previous years, the normal process of working with education 
authorities in states and territories to review the data prior to release has been followed. As this is 
the first year of online assessment extra attention has been given to reviewing the data and ensuring 
it is comparable with previous years and between online and paper test modes. ACARA’s data 
analysts and measurement advisory experts have advised the data is valid and comparable.  ACARA 
understands how important NAPLAN data is for the schools and families that use the results to ensure 
their students and children are supported in their learning. ACARA is committed to ensuring NAPLAN 
is a tool that helps to help improve the learning of all young Australians.” 

Around the School 
Over the last couple of weeks a number of school improvements have occurred to our environment 
to continue to make it engaging, educational and safe. We love our new paintings on the concrete 
which will help children measure, count and locate direction and places. We look forward to 
announcing new plans for a playground upgrade in the near future.  

School Uniform 
It is important that students own and wear the correct uniform (colour 
and design). Any non-school item worn under the uniform must not be 
visible. It is important as a community that we show pride and respect 
in ourselves and our school. Our uniform shop is open every day 
where items can be purchased. Royal blue tracksuit pants and black 
tights available from stores like Target, Big W and Kmart are permitted 
during the colder months. As always if you have questions or concerns 
please contact the office.  

Regards,  
Matthew Beacroft 
Principal 
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SCHOOL 

NOTICES 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

St Mary of the Cross Feast Day 

Thank you to our students, staff, families and Parish for our celebration of the Feast of Saint 
Mary of the Cross. Thank you to Fr Peter for his thoughtful and prayerful homily. It made a 
real connection for our students and staff. To the right is a reflection from the day from our 
Art teacher, Lauren Veling using a quote from Fr Peter. 

In unpacking the importance of caring for those in our lives we need to dream big and 
nurture the gifts that make us better people. I have quoted a newsletter piece from Mary 
MacKillop College back in 2010 that connects with these ideas: 

“We must believe that all our children are complete and good. Each has the seeds of 
completeness and goodness within. Mary MacKillop, whose feast day we celebrated last 
Wednesday (8 August), believed in this completely, always upholding the human dignity of 
each person. As parents and teachers, we must feed, nurture and challenge them to bud, 
grow and become sustaining. For this to happen, in turn, there has to be imagination.  

Imagination, however, will not come forward if there is not commitment, work, positivity, 
integrity, and passion, from parents and 
teachers and from the students themselves. 
Against this, we look at the stereotypes that 
media throw up: lives that are run to formulas 
and timetables; lives that can’t answer the 
question, “When are you truly rich?”; lives that 
simply take everything on offer; lives that lack 
imagination. If we nurture that sense of worth 
and imagination in our children, we draw forth 
engagement, honesty and sheer hard work and 
commitment to be the very best person they 
can be in all spheres of endeavour and 
achievement. Mary MacKillop did that each day 
of her life, having been nurtured by both her 
mother and her father, even though the home 
was not the happiest.” 

Have a peaceful week, 
Dean Estreich 
APRE 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL (APRE) 
Mr Dean Estreich 

School Banking  
is now on a 

MONDAY 

School CAPS available 

    $20 each 

Please note these caps 
are not to be worn by 

students during school. 
They are not part of the 

uniform. 

KEYBOARD LESSONS  
with Steve Hawley 

St Mary of the Cross is very happy to offer Keyboard Lessons during school hours. 
Please contact Steve directly on 0431 014 375 if you are interested in this 

opportunity. 

  Private & Group Lessons available (max. 4pp) 
  Mon & Tue from $15 per 1/2hr 

AUGUST 

6th Max 

17th Zac 

19th Koormurri 

22nd Willow 

24th Vatsal 
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Dear Parents, 

I hope you all took the opportunity to relax yesterday.  Joan Chittister offers the following reflection on doing things well rather than at 
speed! 

 “O snail, climb Mount Fuji, but slowly, slowly” the haiku master Issa writes. Some might call that a Japanese version of the fourth step of 
humility (Endure the pain of development and do not give up). Psychiatry might call it a recognition of the place of patience in life. The 
monastic might see it as a call to the virtue of endurance. But if endurance is such a universal part of life, what is the human question that 
drives it?   The haiku, in its short, sharp way makes three points:  

 In the first place, there are great important things to do in life however small, however frail we feel, however stacked the odds are 
against us.  

 And yet, at the same time, there is more to life than speed. What’s the use of speed? The mountain is not going to go anywhere as 
we climb it. Conditions might well change as we go and demand a revision of both our plans and our schedule. 

 Finally, of course, the difficulties involved in the project must be confronted head-on, but it’s unlikely that they can be resolved 
immediately. After all, a mountain is a mountain with everything that has to say about what can be learned as we climb and 
everything that will need to be endured as we go.  

Obviously, what is needed for the long haul is not heedlessness or a series of senseless attempts as we get more and more tired, more and 
more frustrated, more and more stressed. What is needed is patience.  

It takes patience to appreciate every stage of the climb—the hard beginning, the lofty but unreal schedule, and most of all, the wearying 
repetition of the process. We must be willing to immerse ourselves in each of them.  It takes patience to overcome the impulse to 
frustration, the kind that comes from demanding from ourselves instantaneous results.  The snail’s journey is clearly, like the fourth step 
of humility, a call to live life with a quiet mind. Then, like the psalmist, we can “wait in patience for God’s promise is forever” to help us do 
what must be done.                  - from The Radical Spirit: 12 Ways to Live a Free and Authentic Life by Joan Chittister 

Mary MacKillop would say:  “Have courage and patience… in all things.” 

Have a good week practising patience. 

God bless, 
Sr Anne Cannon 
School Pastoral Worker  

HEALTHY LUNCHES 

Another recipe from the Holy Cross Year Three Recipe Book.  The rissoles from these burgers would be great in lunch boxes.  They could 
also be eaten with just the salad for a main meal.    

Cheesy Beef Burgers (makes 8 small burgers) 

Ingredients 
Beef Patties 

 1 small onion, finely chopped 

 1 garlic clove, crushed 

 600g good quality minced beef 

 100g (1cup) finely grated low fat cheddar 
cheese, tasty & parmesan cheese 

 2 tablespoons olive oil 

Method   
1. Put the onion, garlic, beef and grated cheese into a large bowl and season with salt and freshly ground black pepper.  

2. Use your hands to mix everything together well, squishing and mixing the mince until it turns a slightly pink colour.  

3. Divide the meat into eight even-sized portions and shape each portion into a patty. 

4. Heat the oil in a frying pan on a grill rack over the fire, on a gas cooker, or directly on a barbecue flat plate.  

5. Arrange the burgers in a single layer and cook for 3-4 minutes on each side, or until the burgers are cooked through. The cooking 
time will depend on the thickness of the burgers and the heat of your fire. 

6. Briefly toast the buns or bread to warm through, then add a beef patty and salad. 

SENIORS’ WEEK MORNING TEA 
We hope to see many Grandparents and other special Senior Citizens next Wednesday at 9:45am.  Please reply to the invitation if you 
haven’t yet done so we will have enough chairs and cups for everyone.  All children will be providing the entertainment from about 
10:10am.  Prep and Year One also have something special at 9:15am.  Check with the teachers. 

FATHERS’ DAY STALL 
Our Mini Vinnies will be conducting the Fathers’ Day stall on Wednesday 29 August.  All funds will be given to the ‘Fiver for a Farmer’ 
appeal to help drought affected people.  Encourage your children to do something extra around the house or do without a treat to have 
money for this stall.  Gifts will range from $1 to $5.  

PASTORAL CARE CORNER 
Sr Anne Cannon 

To Serve 

 8 small burger buns  

 Tomato sauce or whole-egg mayo 

 Slice of low fat cheese 

 Slices of tomato 

 Slices of gherkin or cucumber 

 Salad leaves 

https://joanchittister.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0bcd62516ffe48a23a1231c56&id=536a8b81cf&e=6d6d635a85


07 3857 4803   |   pwindsor@bne.catholic.edu.au 
22 Grafton St, Windsor  Qld  4030   |   PO Box 535, Lutwyche  Qld  4030 

www.stmaryofthecross.qld.edu.au 
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stmaryofthecross 

The Principal and Students of St Mary of the Cross, Windsor invites 

GRANDPARENTS & SENIOR FRIENDS 

to morning tea to celebrate 

THE WISDOM PEOPLE IN OUR LIVES  

during 

SENIORS WEEK 2018 

on WEDNESDAY 22 AUGUST, 9.45—11.00am 

RSVP: pwindsor@bne.catholic.edu.au by 8 August to secure your place. 

There is limited parking in the Church carpark. For disabled access please contact the School Office or Anne Cannon. 

 *School families wanting to contribute to the morning tea can do so by donating a cake or biscuits. All donations will be 
gratefully received. Please advise the school office if you are donating for catering purposes. Thank you.  

Dear Parents and Friends, 

BOOK WEEK 2018 – FIND YOUR TREASURE 

Our Book Week Celebration Day is fast approaching!  Please mark your calendars for WEDNESDAY 5th September, 
when we will be celebrating BOOK WEEK.   

Here is an update on what’s planned for the day: 

8:30am  Indigenous Literacy Café.   
  Your gold coin donation will go to the Indigenous Literacy Foundation. 

9:30am  Dress-up Parade.  
  Come as your favourite book character, or dress as part of the theme ‘Find Your Treasure’. 

11:40am  Storytelling with Meg Philp.   
  Meg will inspire students with stories laden with little treasures! 

Final information on our Book Week Celebration Day will be in our next newsletter.  

We hope to see you on WEDNESDAY 5th SEPTEMBER.   

Happy reading! 

Nena Morgante 
Librarian 

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
Mrs Nena Morgante 



Dress up as a Farmer on 

FRIDAY 17th AUGUST  

Following record dry conditions, Farmers in rural Australia are in dire straights. As costs spiral 
and conditions worsen, even putting food on the table is becoming too hard for some 
families. Let’s band together and show the farmers we care! 

This Friday 17th we are encouraging students to come to school dressed like a Farmer and 
bring in a $5 note (or whatever change you can spare!). Wear an Akubra, straw hat, 
flannelette shirt or some boots. That’s it! 

*All proceeds raised will go to Drought Angels and Rural Aid. 

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE FARMERS 
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